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Some people may call it “fate” or “karma” or “just being in the right 
place at the right time.” But for Gordon Edwards, Presbyter of 
Cimarron Presbytery, it’s nothing short of the work of the Holy 
Spirit. It’s the guidance of the Spirit that leads people to Cimarron, 
leads congregations to mission, and even leads Edwards to the 
volunteer position of Executive Presbyter.

“I'm not sure Oklahoma is the most attractive place for a lot of 
people. In fact, we recently installed a teaching elder who listed on 
her PIF the states where she would be interested in calling, and 
she omitted Oklahoma” said Edwards. “Yet through the Spirit, 
suddenly she is now a member of Cimarron Presbytery. I have to 
credit the Spirit because she sent her PIF in two weeks before the 
Executive Assembly in St. Louis and this one Cimarron PNC had a 
representative there. They happened to cross paths and had a good 
conversation, and it just proceeded from there. And I'm excited to 
have her here. And I think she brings good gifts to the 
congregation where she's serving and as well as to the presbytery.”

Cimarron Presbytery is only 12 churches, ranging in size from 12 to 
525 people. It stretches across the northern part of Oklahoma, 
encompassing the panhandle and much of border with Kansas. Yet, 
within that vast expanse of geography, these 12 congregations are 
friendly, tend to the progressive side, and find mission where they 
are planted. The Presbytery has operated with a volunteer 
Executive Presbyter for over 30 years, with both Teaching and 
Ruling Elders. While there is no salary, Cimarron Presbytery does 
pay expenses for the EP.
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“We are a very congenial Presbytery because we know everyone. 
Our conversations at Presbytery are very familial, courteous, and 
respectful. We have, through the years, had some close votes on 
overtures from the General Assembly and there may have been 
maybe just one or two votes separating the pros and cons. But 
never so, I recall, an ugly moment in the deliberations. And I think 
that's because we know everyone” said Edwards. “One of the 
beauties of a small Presbytery is the fellowship that we can have. 
The Presbyterian Women of the host church can still serve us 
lunch in the fellowship hall of the facility, and we don't have to 
scatter out to restaurants for our meals.”

Gordon continues: “Interestingly enough in a very red state, 
politically, Cimarron Presbytery has always voted an inclusion in 
God's grace and love on any issue that has come up in the past 30 
years from the General Assembly. And those are some of the one 
or two vote differences, but they've always been on the more 
progressive side in my estimation, which is strange in Oklahoma. 
But to me, it says that through the years, the Gospel is being 
preached and being shared. And we're willing to struggle with the 
Gospel, to be more faithful.”

The movement of the Spirit shows up in churches who have found 
their call to ministry in their local community. “The church in Enid 
for years has had a program every Saturday in which they feed 
people of the community. Stillwater’s church has a Saturday brunch 
for people there. The church in Perry is trying to get organized and 
connected with the Oklahoma Food Bank system” said Edwards 
(Editor’s note: at the writing of this article, First Presbyterian Church in 
Perry was just awarded a $5,000 grant from the Synod of the Sun for this 
project). “Our congregations are trying to be openly visible and, in 
terms of the Gospel, sharing resources and providing for the least 
in their communities. Our church in Alva has a Wednesday night 
meal in which they invite students from the college to come and 
join them for dinner. They also give Bibles to GED graduates at 
the state prison that is located there. The church in Blackwell is 
involved in their elementary school and providing shoes. Each 
congregation has kind of a mission that they look for.”

While some still see church success in terms of the ‘Three B’s of 
buses, butts, and budgets’ and also see success in having a PNC 
looking for a full-time pastor, Gordon sees one of his roles is to 
help churches define success by faithfulness. “We try to be 
supportive of the congregations and say that we're here to help you 
be faithful. We're not really here concerned about whether or not 
you bring in new members this year, but how can we strengthen 
your ministry in your community. How can we help you lift your 
vision to the world?”
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This includes the presence of three of our Commissioned Pastors 
serving in three of the Cimarron Presbytery congregations. “I 
think the three congregations that have Commissioned Pastors 
have seen that their task is not to have a budget that underwrites a 
full-time pastor, but a budget that is for mission. A Commissioned 
Pastor is less expensive and can give them a consistent presence in 
the pulpit, consistent caring, and they then can be excited about 
sharing their resources more in the community.”

When Gordon Edwards took on the role of volunteer Presbyter, 
there were several factors to consider, including whether or not 
being the EP would be feasible at a distance of 98 miles from the 
nearest Cimarron Presbytery church. But that pesky Holy Spirit 
spoke to him in several ways at his retirement from FPC, 
Stillwater.

“People said ‘Well Edwards, you're not going to be doing anything. 
Why don't you do this?’ Since I am one who appreciates the 
connectional church at the presbytery, the synod and the General 
Assembly and because I know people at the various levels, I 
thought this is one way I can stay connected” said Edwards. “I 
have known these people, and this is the presbytery that ordained 
me so many years ago. It was just kind of ‘Well, let's just give back 
to this Presbytery which means a lot to me.’ So, when the offer 
came, I thought about it. I'm not sure I prayed about it, but maybe 
I did it in my way. So, I said ‘yeah,’ and my wife was very 
supportive… because she wanted me out of the house!”

Be it the support of a spouse, the call to a state you didn’t list, the 
work of churches in their communities, the close votes at 
Presbytery meetings, and so much more, we’re grateful the Holy 
Spirit moves in the lives of people of Cimarron Presbytery and 
their amazing Presbyter, Rev. Gordon Edwards.
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